December 31, 2007
Dear Administrator:
SUBJECT:  Pediatric Hospice Waiver (aka HOPEFUL) Program
The Department of Health Care Policy and Financing (the Department) is issuing this letter to announce the implementation of the Pediatric Hospice Waiver Program and to respond to questions regarding the program.  § 25.5-5-305, C.R.S. (2007) authorized the Department to submit a home and community based services waiver for pediatric hospice.  The federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) approved the waiver effective July 1, 2007 and the rules implementing the program are effective January 1, 2008.  
The purpose of the Pediatric Hospice Waiver is to allow children/youth with life limiting illnesses to continue to pursue curative care, while also being able to receive services to relieve pain and to cope with pending death.  The key features of the Pediatric Hospice Waiver that differentiate it from the State Plan hospice benefit are:  the ability to continue to pursue curative care and an exemption from a six-month until death prognosis. 
Eligibility for Pediatric Hospice Waiver is limited to children/youth with a life-limiting diagnosis who are under age 19 years and who are at-risk for inpatient hospitalization if waiver services are not provided.  Functional eligibility using the ULTC 100.2 is required.  Financial eligibility can be established through the child/youth's existing Family Medicaid status or existing SSI status, or through application for long term care Medicaid.  A Pediatric Hospice Waiver applicant will only need to apply for long term care Medicaid if the child/youth is not already Medicaid eligible.  The presence of a life limiting diagnosis must be attested to by a signed physician statement on the Physician Statement of Life Limiting Illness form.  This form is required in addition to the Professional Medical Information Page (PMIP). The Physician Statement of Life Limiting Illness form is posted on the Department's website where the ULTC 100.2 and PMIP are located.
Services available under the Pediatric Hospice Waiver Program are:  
· Respite Care – which can be either unskilled or skilled; 

· Counseling – provided by either a hospice or home health agency or by an individual therapist; 

· Expressive Therapy – provided by either a hospice or home health agency or by an individual therapist; and 

· Palliative/Support Care – provided by a hospice agency 
 
 
 
Rules for the Pediatric Hospice Waiver Program are promulgated at: 10 C.C.R. 2505-10 Section 8.504 and can be accessed at http://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR.  

The Department has also received a number of questions about the Pediatric Hospice Waiver program implementation.  If you have questions, contact Liz Svedek at 303-866-3674 or elizabeth.svedek@state.co.us. 
Sincerely, 
Barbara B. Prehmus

Long Term Benefits Division Director
 
