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MEMORANDUM

TO:

CCB Executive Directors



PASA Directors

FROM:
Sharon Jacksi, Ph.D., DDD Director
SUBJECT:
Changes to Non-Integrated Work Services (NIWS)
DATE:
April 6, 2009

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide Community Centered Boards (CCBs) and Program Approved Service Agencies (PASAs) with information regarding upcoming changes to the provision and payment of Non-Integrated Work Services (NIWS).

Due to current federal Medicaid requirements that prohibit the use of Medicaid funds in the support of sheltered work (NIWS), DDD is beginning to examine program and funding alternatives.  DDD anticipates being able to phase-out reimbursement for NIWS over a three-year period ending July 1, 2012.

DDD acknowledges that this is a significant change for many persons, their families and service providers.  DDD is committed to evaluating all options to ensure the development of the most effective and efficient approaches to making this change by building service alternatives.  DDD will work closely with all stakeholders to implement this transition to ensure the process is open and transparent.  

DDD is convening a stakeholder workgroup that will begin to examine potential program and funding alternatives.  The workgroup will consist of 12 members and will be comprised of the following stakeholders:

· Two self-advocates

· Two family members

· Two CCB representatives

· Two service provider representatives

· Three representatives from advocacy organizations

· One representative from the Developmental Disabilities Council

If you are interested in participating in this workgroup please complete the attached letter of interest form and submit to Candie Dalton by April 17, 2009.

If you have any questions regarding these changes, please contact Candie Dalton at 303.866.7904 or Candie.Dalton@state.co.us. 

You may also contact me with any concerns you may have.  I can be reached at 303.866.7454 or Sharon.Jacksi@state.co.us with a cc to Candie.

cc:
The Alliance 

APSE

Arc of Colorado


CCB Partners 

CEARCs

DD Council

DDD Staff

Ms. Amy Haight Becerra, HCPF

Mr. Timothy Hall, CDHS

Ms. Genie Hurt, VDS


The Legal Center for People with Disabilities and Older People

Policy Advisory Committee

Ms. Barbara Prehmus, HCPF

Self-Advocate Advisory Council

Speaking for Ourselves
Bill Ritter, Jr.


Governor





Karen L. Beye


Executive Director
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